Fatal non-missile head injury: a cohort study of patients with and without an intracranial hematoma.
Brain damage in fatal non-missile head injury is outlined in 100 cases with and in 100 cases without an intracranial hematoma. The patients with intracranial hematomas were significantly older, and had a higher incidence of lucid interval and of unilateral diffuse brain swelling but a lower incidence of ischemic lesions in the cerebral cortex and of bilateral diffuse brain swelling than the patients with no hematoma. Cases with unilateral hematomas and cases with unilateral diffuse brain swelling had significantly more severe ipsilateral cerebral contusions.